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If you look at it this way, I' ve only been given a fraction of
what | was entitled to. But when you look back at the devel-
opment of sport, and tennis in particular, | can only say that
| was in the right place at the right time. The pioneers of our
sport didn’t see a penny, and the early professionals only
got small change-+l didn’t go into tennis for money. My par—
ents, too, had other values. The most important question my
mother would always ask was, ‘Son, are you well? Her most
frequent observation was, ‘You look thin and pale! Is anything
the matter?
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Perhaps Michael had to go through the
highs and lows of his private life before
we could get close. He, too, had to cope
with separation from his wife and the
death of a parent: his mother. He also
dropped into an emotional void at the
end of his tennis career. Now that we are
no longer rivals, we can talk. No more
need for masks to hide behind. The
player Stich has become my friend Stich.
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In my opinion this kind of prison-like
regime does nothing but drive a player
mad, especially those who are used to
living with a woman. When | prepared for
Wimbledon, my current partner was al-
ways with me-| can say with certainty
that | have lost more tennis matches as
a result of the pressure of expectations
than as a result of my love life. | played
worse when | didn’t have relationship,
because then I' d be out looking for some
kind of consolation.
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| wanted to marry Barbara after three
months, After we'd been together six
months, | wanted to have a child with
her. | made the right decision. In my re—
lationship with Barbara | rediscovered
myself. During the last years of my ca—
reer | was a long way from being number
one in the world, but that didn’t bother
me any more. My family had become my
passion. Tennis was just another thing to
do-*When Noah was just a few months
old, he’'d start to laugh when he saw me
and he’d hug and kiss me. It was pro-
foundly moving ? pure love:-The love of
my children has given my life real mean—
ing.
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